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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TEL AV 00964 081640Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AID-05 IGA-02 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 
H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-15 OMB-01 TRSE-00 MC-02 ACDA-10 ARA-10 
EB-08 EUR- 12 /117W 

082038Z 097482/46 

R 081505Z FEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4805 

UNCLAS TEL AVIV 0964 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAID, PFOR IS 

SUBJECT: INCREASE IN FY 78 ASISTANCE TO ISRAEL 

REF: STATE 26796 

THE NEWS OF THE $285 MILLION INCREASE IN THE 

RECOMMENDED FY 78 ASSISTANCE TO ISRAEL RECEIVED 

WIDE COVERAGE IN ISRAELI MEDIA. ISRAEL RADIO ON 

FEBRUARY 8 TERMED IT A RESTORATION OF CUTS ORDERED BY 

PRESIDENT FORD. JERUSALEM POST NOTED TIMING OF ANNOUNCEMENT 

WITH U.S. BLOCKING OF KFIR AIRCRAFT SALE TO ECUADOR AND 

COMMENTED THAT U.S. WAS PROVIDING MORE AID AND LESS TRADE 

FOR ISRAEL. WHILE ALLOWING THAT THE U.S. MAY HAVE ACTED 

OUT OF LKUBLE MOTIVES IN STOPPING THE KFIR SALE. THE 

EDITORIAL ADDED THAT THE U.S. SHOULD NOTSTOP ISRAEL FROM 

COMPETING IN A BRANCH OF WORLD TRADE WHERE THE U.S. IS 

THE BIGGEST SINGLE SUPPLIER. ALL REPORTS 

STATED THAT GOI WAS STILL PRESSING FOR THE $2.3 BILLION 

ORIGINALLY REQUESTED 
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